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1. It is said that Hong Kong students have a
relatively strong standard of English grammar.
However, their English writing is still rather
weak. Have you observed this in the classroom?
How would you explain this?
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Hong Kong students are fairly used to completing
English grammar exercises at school and in their
school homework. As such they take quite readily to
the tasks of filling out verb tables, inserting words
into gaps and proofreading sentences. They tend to
be more comfortable with this type of work based on
shorter prompts with simpler answers.

However, in a writing assignment, students often

feel daunted by the task of writing an open-ended
piece of work. Students who have not yet developed
a regular writing habit often feel intimidated by the
idea of a longer, freer piece of writing. Students often
feel uncomfortable with this type of work based on
more open-ended prompts which require longer, more
thoughtful answers.
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2. Can you describe one of your students who
has made a significant improvement in terms of
writing ability?
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One of my P6 students has been with me since he

was in P4. We began with simple writing, building up his
understanding of genre. In the beginning, | still remember
he was able to write about a page of work, with
simplistic use of language. After following this course
for a year and a half, his work now shines off the page.
He uses much better vocabulary, is adventurous with
using advanced grammar and is much more conscious of
how he uses figurative language. He has also learnt how
to tame all his creative ideas and translate them into
readable work. He now writes stories that can stretch
over four pages, which are a pleasure to read.
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| focus on the holistic development of students. | not
only help students lay strong foundations in English
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, but | also
expect to see the children speak their thoughts and
opinions in a more confident way: to care for their
parents, their friends and little animals; and to always be

LauraZA EBRETIA R EE - ff 7 HEREH - b in love with and curious about the world.
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| studied sociology during postgraduate period and
always participated in youth mentoring activities
throughout high school and university. For example, |
used to work at nonprofit organisations to assist with
developing courses for schools in poor school districts,
and | helped develop courses for many different
disciplines, such as English, Math, Science, and History.
Now at i-Learner, | usually begin my pre-school lessons
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with a game to energise the students.
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Say Hello to Our New
English Tutors
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Educational Background:
Oxford University, majoring in Oriental Studies
Hobbies:

rock climbing; improvised comedy (I have even done
some improvised Shakespeare!)

Motivation for Teaching in Hong Kong:

| think there is room for improvement regarding
English teaching in Hong Kong. At present, Hong Kong
children have to read more and more texts which

are standardized and do exercises with short model
answers. | think this would limit their imagination and
creativities and thus prevent them from expressing
fun ideas. Therefore, | would like to modify the
traditional English teaching method. | would like

to provide interesting and engaging lessons which
encourage active learning, helping children to really
understand the topics and inspiring them to challenge
themselves. Also, | would like to help students feel
comfortable making and learmning from their mistakes.
That is probably the most important lesson | have
learned from improvised comedy.
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Educational Background:
Cambridge University, majoring in Geography
Hobbies:

Sports (especially swimming, | was the captain of
the University swimming team actually.) ; Studying
languages (fluent in English, Spanish and French)

Impressions of Hong Kong children:

| am impressed by their high level of English. Also,
| think that they are disciplined and have neat
homework. | look forward to teaching Hong Kong
children and learning more about them.

Effective Ways of Learning English:

| think that the key to learning English is having lots
of exposure to English through different means.
Speaking and listening are equally important as
reading and writing. | also think that keeping children
engaged and interested in learning is one of the most
effective ways for them to learn a new language.
Teachers can use interactive and engaging exercises
during lessons to help students realize their potential.
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