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Effective reading and writing skills are essential for a strong
foundation in the English language. Together, they are the basis of
written communication and provide great opportunities to expand
and enrich children’s understanding.

A

eading regularly is extremely beneficial for

children. As well as improving grammar and

spelling, and expanding vocabulary, reading
enriches our inner world. It is through wide reading that
we can learn to understand different ways of thinking
and engage with new topics. Studies also suggest that
avid readers are able to process information faster and
make connections between ideas more easily. This ability
to think flexibly about new ideas transfers to all areas of
our lives: academic, professional and social. At i-Learner,
we recognise the benefits of good reading habits and
encourage our students to find enjoyment in a variety of
texts.

Equally, developing writing skills also has clear
benefits. The way that we present ourselves in written
communication is increasingly important, particularly
in regards to professional development. Writing also
encourages us to improve the effectiveness of our
word usage and grammar, both in written and oral
communication. More generally, writing encourages us
to structure our thoughts more clearly, improving our
critical thinking.

Importantly, these reading and writing skills
are interdependent. We rely on our reading skills to
write effectively. Reading provides children with text
structures, language and new ideas that they can transfer
to their own writing. Learning how to understand
and evaluate texts is the first step towards achieving
clarity in our own written communication. Conversely,

writing helps to build reading skills, particularly in
young children who are working to develop phonics.
Understanding of word formation and phonics is
reinforced and informed by writing. For older learners,
the process of writing encourages reflection and closer
analysis when reading other texts.

At i-Learner, we understand that reading and
writing skills are strongly linked and have harnessed this
relationship in our Reading and Writing course. Designed
to foster rounded development, this comprehensive
course guides students from Primary 1 to Secondary 2
and offers ideal preparation for our English Literature
courses. With different topics to focus on at each level,
students read and analyse texts, using
what they have learnt to guide their own
compositions. Students learn to identify
and recreate different writing styles and
formats whilst building their vocabulary,
critical thinking skills and understanding
of English literature. Each level features
at least one long-range reader, with
a variety of additional fiction and
non-fiction texts. The material is
supplemented by grammar support,
as well as some speaking activities.



| did not have a
great interest in read-
ing before but, since
| joined the Reading
and Writing course at
i-Learner, I love read-
ing very much!

The teachers have taught me reading skills
in interesting ways, and | have found that | can
learn a lot of useful vocabulary through reading
different articles and stories, which helps a lot in
writing! | especially love to read character descrip-

tions; it's interesting that we can write the char-

acters in many different ways to make the story
more interesting. | hope | can learn all these skills,
and then write some science fiction in the future
to express the interesting ideas in my mind.

I love to study at i-Learner! The learning
atmosphere here is very good. | do not feel a lot
of pressure, and | like to discuss the knowledge
we learn with other students. Sometimes | have
learned some knowledge in i-Learner before |
am taught it at school. As | have already have the
basic understanding,it becomes easier for me to
master the topics at school. I'm very happy to
learn at i-Learner!

Bernice's academic performance was not as strong
as we had hoped before. Then | heard from other
parents that i-Learner was good at improving school
results, and they recommended the courses to me. As
the location of i-Learner is convenient for us, | brought

Bernice to i-Learner to enroll in some courses.

At first, Bernice joined the Grammar and
Chinese courses. However, Ms Pun assessed Bernice’s
performance and told me that Bernice’s Grammar is
actually very good, and she does not need to have
extra classes for that. On the other hand, Ms Pun said
that Bernice's reading comprehension is weaker, so
she suggested a Reading and Writing course. | admire
Ms Pun'’s approach because she carefully considered
the child’s learning needs, which has a very positive
impact on a child’s learning. With three months
learning at i-Learner, it is true that Bernice has made
good progress! She can use more different words
in writing, her Grammar is good and she has thinks
clearly. Meanwhile, the teachers at i-Leaner are native
English speakers and it is good to maintain Bernice’s
listening skills. Bernice has made a lot of progress
in English conversation; it's not a problem for her to
communicate with the teachers now.

Bernice has also
taken a Chinese course;
her Chinese writing
has improved, too. Her
writing has become
more concise; she can
express complete ideas
with good structure. Her
reading comprehension
is relatively weak but,
after learning some reading skills at i-Learner, she
has learned a lot of new words which help her in
understanding reading texts. This is undoubtedly a
great help for her examinations.

Overall, Bernice and I love the learning
environment at i-Learner. The children always smile
happily here; the atmosphere is really good. The
courses in i-Learner course have had very good
influence on Bernice’s academic performance;
Bernice's results in her last exam at school were greatly
improved, so | don't have to worry about her studies
anymore!
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DGJS course

DGJS course to

Oxford
Cambridge
University

students have been taught at the
D G J S i-learner tutorial centre for several
years, making us very aware of the particular high-
level skills that these students are capable of learning.
The course is designed to stretch their critical and
creative skills. It also encourages them to formulate
their own point of view, and understand the views of

others. These skills are essential for higher-level critical
responses to English.

The format of this new course is based on the
Oxbridge tutorial model, with texts often being used
as the basis of a critical discussion. Some of the books
used are taken from the DGJS reading lists, and these
are supplemented by more challenging texts. Students
are required to formulate their own responses to the
ideas in the text. It is these sorts of thinking skills
that are required for entry to, and success at, top

universities.

The course is designed to develop along a theme
throughout each year. The course builds up from P1
right through to S2 level. Through this course, students
will learn full mastery of the English language, and will

be able to apply it in complex and demanding contexts.

The exercises used within lessons and end-of-term
tests are based on the DGJS model. It should also be
noted that many of the skills introduced at the lower
levels are those which are needed to perform well on
the HKDSE exams. There is also a focus at the higher
levels on the skills needed to take the i-GCSE in English
Literature and Language.

Curriculum Development Team

This course has been designed and written by Anna
Coyle and Willow Hewitt, who both graduated from
the University of Cambridge. Anna Coyle also brings
her expertise from working within the Cambridge
University admissions system, which she uses to ensure
that students are being prepared with the right skills for
entry to top-level universities. Oversight of the course
is provided by Kemmiss Pun, an educator with a wealth
of experience in the Hong Kong school and tutorial

One of the first students to take this course, Ingrid

systems.

Student Feedback

Wong (P3), has made very strong advances in her
understanding of complex texts. Not only has she
improved as a reader, so that she can provide responses
to GCSE-level texts, but she has improved the structure
of her writing and has been awarded the i-learner term
poetry prize.
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