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By Laura Elizabeth Rj hards
¥ Laur c Do you know What syllables are? They are the beats of 5 word. This gives 3
Poemiits rhythm,

Once there was an elephant, Cup has one syllable: cup.
Who tried to Use the telephant— Table has two syllables: ta-ble,

No! No! | mean an elephone Telephone has three syllables: te-le-phone,

Who tried to Use the telephone—

1 How many syllables does elephant have?
(Dear mel | am not certain quite

That even now I've got jt right.) X
2 Can yoy count the syllables in the poem’s first line?
Howe’er it was, he got his trunk

Entangled in the telephunk; Entangled = Once there Was an elephant = syllables
tangled ang

twisted in ) )

The louder buzzeq the telephee— something 3 Now can you try it for the first four lines?

(I'fear I'd better drop the song Once there was an elephant,
Of elephop ang telephong!) Who tried to use the telephant—
No! No! | mean an elephone

The more he tried to get jt free,

_
Who tried to use the telephone—

4 There is one line in this poem that’s 5 little strange. Can You count the
syllables in this one?

Howe’er jt Wwas, he got his trunk

(This one might be a bt hard to count, The word Howe’er only has two

syllables, The poet has sneakily chopped one syllable oyt because the word
however s too long for this line!)

Once there was an elephant, >

5 Can yoy write two fineg of your own with eight syllables in each?
Who tried to use the telephant=

No! No! | mean an elephone

Who tried to Use the telephone—
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