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The importance of English literaty

What is literature? You might be surprised by what can emphasised in a second-language classroom. Contrary

count as literature. Anything written down, from poetry to this, | believe that literature is an effective tool that

and storybooks to small notes and WhatsApp makes English fun, reinforces grammar patterns and

messages, can count as literature. vocabulary and also deepens a child's understanding of
the world.

When we learn English, why do we need to study

English literature? Do we need to learn poetry, drama, A common English grammar difficulty is the use of

novels or short stories? Aren't they just too difficult? ‘there is/are’. Influenced by Chinese, students tend to

Many believe that literature is only reserved for elite say ‘there has/have'. Instead of long grammar rules, |

schools and students and that it should not be believe a simple poem can do the magic:

In a dark dark wood, there was a dark dark house;
In the dark dark house, there was a dark dark room;
In the dark dark room, there was a dark dark cupboard;
In the dark dark cupboard, there was a dark dark shelf;
And on that dark dark shelf, there was a dark dark box;
And in that dark dark box, there was ... a ghost!

In this poem, students can enjoy the rhythm and about people and the world around them. Reading
strengthen some important grammar concepts, such as widely builds up important non-language skills such as
‘there was'. There are lots of English poems and short empathy and an understanding of different

stories that fall into this category of ‘simple but fun’ perspectives. For me, literature really is an essential part
which can consolidate what children learn from more of the language classroom!

traditional language classes at school.

In my experience, students who perform best in their
exams are avid readers. You always find them with a
storybook in their hands, and, as if by magic, their
grammar and vocabulary naturally flow onto the page
and they build up an intuitive sense of good English.

Lastly, students study English literature to learn more KWVW ?Wv




Why Study
English Literature?

by Willow Hewitt

There are many useful reasons to study English literature,
and I'll discuss a couple of them further down this page.
But the best reason to study anything is because you love
it. English literature is easy to love! There’s something for
everyone:

If you like silly things, watch Michael Rosen read
his poems on YouTube (No Breathing is a great
one to start with) or read about the nonsense
creatures in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and
Alice through the Looking-Glass.

If you like to scare yourself, try the Goosebumps

series, and move on to Stephen King books as you
get older.

If you like to follow clues and be challenged, you'll
love Sherlock Holmes.

If you think you don't like any books at all, let your
English teachers know. They'll search high and
low for a book you'll enjoy.

Ms Willow,
Head of English at i-Learner

On the other hand, a significant reason to study English
literature properly is because you have to be good at it for
your exams. That isn't fun, but it's true.

The importance of English literature is obvious to students
who are heading towards IGCSE or IB exams — you sit
compulsory papers in English literature in both of these
systems. However, it's also important to be good at English
literature for those taking the HKDSE, even if you don't take
it as an elective.

In the HKDSE, the English language exam can use poems
as the comprehension texts, so you need to be
comfortable with these. Furthermore, the questions on
standard texts such as articles frequently require you to be
good at English literature. The exam includes several
questions on tone, mood and literary techniques - if you
want a high mark, you must be able to answer these.

Last, but not least, studying English literature is useful for other subjects.
You may be surprised to know that a study of 17,000 young people found that
regular reading improved their scores in vocabulary, spelling and mathematics!
English literature skills can be applied to many different subjects.

Take a look at the science example below:

How Literature Skills Apply to Science

* Reading helps you make connections; following a narrative trains your brain to link causes

and effects. This is very useful for understanding how scientific processes work.

* Books help us think about situations from different points of view;

we look at the world in different ways as we read. That’s what

scientists do too. They change certain conditions (e.g. heat or

time) in order to see how the reaction changes.

* Narratives train our prediction skills; readers are excellent at

predicting what will happen next. We can use this skill to guess

what the outcome of an experiment will be.

o




No matter your age or interest,
you can be sure that somewhere

‘ there is the right book for you.
Here, our i-Learner English

O ur S :l E t: L ove teaching team shares the books

their students love the most.

What is the book about?

As Allan Karlsson appraoches his 100% birthday, the staff in his nursing home decide to
throw a big party to celebrate. Allan, however, feels embarrassed by the attention, and
decides to escape on his birthday. Out in the world, Allan has a series of daring but
accidental adventures, interspersed with flashbacks of Allan’s presence at importance
events in history.
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Why do your students love it?
This book is entertaining and educational at the same time!

R = Sy s

. .
JONAS JONASSON What can children learn from it?

Allan’s century of life has covered many of the most important events in 20* century
The 100-Year-Old Man world history. Seen through his eyes, history becomes more than just
Who Climbed Out The facts, but an unfolding and exciting story.

Window And . . . . ]
Disappeared If you like this book, you'll definitely enjoy the sequel, The Accidental
Further Adventures of the Hundred-Year-Old Man, and other books
written by the same author, such as The Girl Who Saved the King of
Jonas Jonasson

e Sweden and Hitman Anders and the Meaning of It All.

Ms Claudia

What is the book about?

The Very Short Introductions series was launched in 1995 and now numbers over 600
volumes. Each gives students a balanced and thought-provoking insight into history,
knowledge and culture.

Wing Yiu: | recommend Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction by Edward Craig. The LE AMr?NHT;Z
book allows us to gain a brief overview of different philosophers and how they think. A4ue B0k i
It's especially thought-provoking when the author analyses the fundamentals of the
ways in which we think. Students looking for another thought-provoking book at this
level should try The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov. It explores social issues and the
different states of emotions experienced by people at various levels in society.

Donnica: | recommend Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction by Jennifer Nagel. It
explores how our ‘ways of knowing’ change over time, which has been very useful for Oxford University Press—
me when studying the Theory of A Very Short

Knowledge at IB. This books also challenges
the way we understand and learn. It
stimulates the reader by inviting different
perspectives on the validity of our
knowledge. Readers who like challenging
topics presented in an engaging style might
also like The Martian by Andy Weir. | was
Donnica Wing Yiu hooked from the very first chapter.

Introduction Series

For ages: S4+




What is the book about?

This book is about a boy who one day opens his front door to find a penguin there. The
boy tries to find out where the penguin has come from and makes it his mission to send
him home. The pair go on an adventure to the South Pole and, along the way, become
good friends.

- Why do your students love it?
Lost w Found Students love this book because it is funny. It shows a good friendship between two
Oiiver Jeffers characters when the little boy and penguin go on an adventure.

What you can learn from it?

This story teaches children about friendship and how important it

is to be kind to one another. It uses a broad range of vocabulary h
and tells the story through emotions. -

Lost and Found

Oliver Jeffers
For ages: K3-P2

e
Another book you will like on the theme of penguins is Penguin i By
Small by Mick Inkpen or other books by Oliver Jeffers including £ =
How to Catch a Star and The Heart and the Bottle.
Ms Lucy

What is the book about?

The story is about a girl called Nancy who goes camping with her family. When the sky
was dark, Nancy and her little sister, JoJo, started to observe the sky. They made
wishes to the star, they pretended to be astronauts and explored the moon. They
loved the sky so much.

Why do | love it?
Because Nancy’s wishes of seeing a rainbow finally come true.

What can | learn from it?
| can learn so much about constellations, which are groups of Fancy Nancy: Stellar
stars that form a picture in the sky, for example, bears and dogs. Stargazer!

Other books | like: Jane O’Connor
There are many other books about Fancy Nancy. | like to read For ages: K3-P2
Shirine them at the weekend or during a holiday.

What is the book about?

A.J. studies in a weird school. Everyone around him seems to have little secrets and they
all act strangely. Miss Lazar, the janitor at his school, is no exception; she carries a toilet
plunger with her all the time! Read the book to find out how she uses the plunger as her
secret weapon!

Why do your students love it?
The jokes in the book are simply hilarious! My students can’t stop laughing! They can
also relate A.Js story to their own experience at school.

What can children learn from it?
This book is full of fun and vivid character descriptions. If you

Miss Lazar is.Bizarre! are always running out of ideas for your characters, this book
(from My Weird School || pe a great help!

series)

There are plenty of books from the My Weird School series. |
Dan Gutman am sure you will like them all! You can borrow some of them
For ages: P1-P3 from the i-Learner library as well.

Mr Alvin



How can you help
your child get reading?

As parents, you know how important reading is for
your children. You also know that effective reading is

about more than just finding the right book. It’s vital

that children engage with what they read so they get
‘\'»“_ the most out of their reading experience. There are

| many methods for helping children engage with their
For Early-learners

reading, either with their parents or on their own.
* Let your child choose the books to read. ’ ‘

Ms Esme, who teaches Love to Read, shares her

« Animate the characters with different voices. thoughts on how to make reading fun and

« Alter the volume and speed of your effective for all ages.
words to match development of action
in the story.

* Let your child move while reading. Jump on
the mat when the characters are

excited, or walk around the room as the For Primary Students

characters explore a new place. « Put on a drama show o role-play of
your kid's favourite scenes from the books —
all children love this! Adding props and costumes
makes it even more fun!
* Encourage visualisation of the important
elements of the story, for example:
- Design a profile for each character.
- Draw a picture to go with the main idea
of each chapter.

- Draw a map to show the characters’

adventure/trip. l

Be creative and

make reading fun
for children!



As your child progresses with their reading, it can sometimes seem difficult to track how they are
actually performing. From our years of experience at i-Learner, we have created the following
guidelines to help you benchmark your child’s reading progress. By keeping these skills in mind, you
can have a more complete picture of how your child’s reading is progressing, and also get a clear idea
of what skills your child can either be brushing up on or focusing on next.

Benchmarking ) )

my child’s g

reading o - | 8
D By , P6 Your child

should be able to:

B
Y ) P 3 - Identify main themes and
Your child purposes of complex texts
K3 should be able to: - Evaluate and compare

views and attitudes

- Read and understand a .
expressed in complex texts

f
Your child range of texts

Your child should be able to: - Locate key information
should be able to: and supporting details

- Follow the development
of arguments/plots

- Read and understand a - Interpret the tone and

- Blend sounds range of familiar texts - Identify topics and topic .
mood in complex texts
. . . . sentences
independently - Identify key information .
. - Make inferences
L . - Make inferences
- Recognise sight words - Make inferences
Make oredictions - Use context clues to

- Read aloud simple, - Respond to texts in P understand words and

repetitive sentences complete sentences - Summarise texts phrases

LOVE TO READ

@ i-Learner

Pick a book, read it with your i-Learner tutor and have fun
with our activity-based materials!

At i-Learner we love reading.
On our Love to Read course, you will:

* Nurture a love of books and reading

« Strengthen key reading skills

« Enrich your vocabulary

« Strengthen grammar and writing in context

Scan the QR code to

get involved with
Call 3113 8815 today to reserve reading at i-Learner!
your place on our Love to Read course!




New Poetry Workbooks

i-Learner Poetry Workbooks are now

available for P5+ and S3+ levels

Rosebud Level

Children will love the classic poems in this workbook! Each
poem has been carefully selected to surprise and delight
young readers, and to help them fall in love with poetry.

Young children will learn how to count syllables, how to
match up rhyming words, and even how to understand

literary techniques such as similes and personification.

Includes poems by Christina Rossetti, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Edward Lear, and Lewis Carroll.

Sunflower Level - NEW

This mix of fun and challenging poems will push students to
engage with poetry on a deeper level.

Children will become more familiar with common poetic
techniques, such as similes and metaphors, as well as
understand the effects of sounds in English poetry. They
will be introduced to the sonnet form, and start
comparing poems and writing an extended analysis.

Includes poems by Robert Louis Stevenson, Lewis Carroll,
John Keats and William Shakespeare. T ot

Recommended for P5 and above
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These easy-to-follow workbooks use tips and techniques

from our teaching team to help your child understand poetry.

Each book contains 10 classic English poems,

with several pages of guidance and questions on each.

Answers are provided in the back of the book, and online recordings
of the poems support further understanding.

Pick up your copies from the i-Learner bookshop today!

Daffodil Level

The selection covers a wide range of well-known poems,
which have been carefully chosen to expand students’
literary horizons.

Students will learn how to use quotations and to
explain the effects on the reader, and to understand
complex features such as the form and tone of poems.

Includes poems by William Wordsworth, Christina
Rossetti, William Blake, Emily Bronté and William
Shakespeare.

Phatouts! bprwd

Recommended for S1 and above

Poppy Level - NEW

The poems at this level are perfect for students heading
towards GCSE and DSE English Literature. The selection
of poems covers all of the common classics studied at
these advanced levels.

Older students will gain experience with the analysis
of form, structure and language, which are needed at
this level. A wide range of detailed topics is covered,
with the focus on personal responses preparing

students well for advanced examinations.

Includes poems by Percy Bysshe Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe,
Wilfred Owen, William Shakespeare, and Thomas Hardy.

Recommended for S3 and above
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Poetry is not only a fantastic way to I I ve
learn more about English. It’s also a ® @B)
great way to have lots of fun! Have a (QQ) w‘t f

go at some of these poetry puzzles
below. When you’ve finished, show your

/poetrv'
[ ]

Fill in the words in this nonsense poem.
Remember to make it rhyme!

Now draw some pictures for each stanza
Topsy Turvey World to bring it to life!
by William Brighty Rands

If the butterfly courted the bee,
And the owl the porcupine;

If the churches were builtinthe ____ |

And three times one was nine;

If the pony rode his master,

If the ate the cows,

If the cat had the dire disaster

To be worried, sir, by the mouse;

If mamma, sir, sold the baby
To a gypsy for half-a-crown;

If a , Sir, was a lady-

The world would be Upside !

If any or all of these wonders
Should ever come about,
| should not consider them blunders,

For | should be Inside I




A really fun type of poem is an acrostic poem. You
can fill it in with words or sentences that show how
you feel about something. At i-Learner, we’re all
getting excited for summer. What does summer
mean to you? Share your feelings below!

When you've finished, don't forget to show your teacher for a prize!

This year we are going to be having lots of fun with WATER.
Sign up today for:

 Immersive Scholars camps

« Intensive courses to prepare for the new school year

« Friday fun clubs Scan the QR code
to see this year's

timetable

Call us on 3113 8815 and reserve your place today!
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Many of you have studied
literature in English and Chinese
at school. There are many names
for different techniques that we
use in both languages, but how do
these different words match up?
Take a lock below to see

how many you know!

LITERARY TECHNIQUES

3z 3 Y

These techniques are used often in both languages.

BLENERISEMEEBS PERE

Personification
Make objects behave like humans.

The rain beat down angrily against the metal roof.

Hyperbole
Using exaggeration.
It was so hot that | melted as soon as | went outside!

Imagery
Using our five senses.
The wet grass was cool against my skin.

Onomatopoeia
Words that sound like what they mean.

The frog jumped into the pond with a soft ‘plop!’

Simile
Compare things with ‘like’ or ‘as’.
My sister dances like an awkward giraffe.

Metaphor
Directly compare things, without ‘like’ or ‘as’.

When the kids ran into the classroom, it was a total
circus.
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These techniques are found more often in either English or Chinese.

UTMERIFRISRAERNHB X DPTEEH °

Parallelism BELE

Two or more sentences have a similar structure ARYDHEMAZET =@ =@ LGB

or related meaning. HBESAELL - BR—AEVTF AT D

The sun rose up from the east. POV —7E - TEABLINBRIHINS

The wind blew down from the north. BEX RSB IFINONES  Z AR 8K
BIEE » BEAIR—EEERID L -

This is more common in Chinese. SRRSO D ®ES -

Alliteration —
Multiple words that begin with the same =8

sound. ARNPHFAIEESIPEEEE - ZBPHE
BLEE - BESEHe0E8E -

Soft sunlight fell onto my fresh face.
Tt~ S

This is more common in English.
BRERISEPNPHEHER -

Enter our summer contest to win one of 12 amazing prizes, including:

Having your story turned into an illustrated book!
Learning film-making from a professional!

Scan the QR code

Enter by July 31° for your chance to win! s find out more!
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