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/ The Excitement of Young Adulthood

The years at secondary school are a magical time, when a child builds lifelong friendships and
transforms physically, mentally and academically. It's a time when a child looks outwards
and learns about the world, and inwards to learn about themselves. A period when a child
may struggle but learn about perseverance, when they may enthuse and look for inspiration.
An exciting chapter when everything seems possible and a young mind is eagerly awaiting
inspiration, adventure and guidance.

During this transformative time, children develop the skills they need most to flourish
academically at university and beyond. In Chinese, they will develop their advanced reading
skills, an understanding of classical Chinese and the philosophical understanding to write
extensively on a given topic. In English, they will develop their critical thinking skills to think
independently and apply grammar knowledge in their speaking and writing. Most importantly,
they will build their practical communication skills in both languages to prepare them for the
workplace or university, and for life.

This stage of life can feel long and arduous. However, children will be accompanied by
classmates who will be friends for years to come. When they look back at their time in
secondary school, they will be amazed to see their transformation in just a few years. Isn't it
exciting?

\ Kemmiss Pun

Director of Education
i-Learner Education Centre
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ENfE Y% S BRR IR P E B R
BOOST YOUR CHILD'S APPLICATION TO
TOP-TIER SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Alison Fu

Applying to top-tier secondary schools can be a daunting prospect for you and your child. Having coordinated exam
practice for many years at i-Learner, | have helped numerous families through the application process and preparation.
| have several key tips that will improve the process for you and your child:

1. Exam success is vital

NSESEMEER

Out of the six subjects that play a role in the Secondary School Places Allocation (SSPA) system, Chinese, English and
Mathematics are the core components - each carries three times the weighting of visual arts. It is essential that your
child lays a solid academic foundation as early as possible as these subjects become significantly more challenging
from P4 onwards. Top-tier schools are mostly English as the medium of instruction (EMI) schools, so the earlier your
child starts polishing their English, the better. With great English, your child can show teachers in the interview how
well they can cope in an EMI learning environment.

2. Research the schools well
AT PR

Each P6 student receives just two copies of the application form for S1 Discretionary Places (DP). Therefore, your
child only has two chances of getting an interview before Central Allocation. As the DP application is not subject to
restriction by district, you are free to look into the schools' educational philosophies and characteristics, and find the
best match for your child's strengths.

3. Make your child's portfolio clear and concise
BREF B EansE iR EARR

Can you imagine how many applications a school receives? Teachers do not have time to hunt for information in every
child's application. Parents who succeed at this stage help teachers find the information they need most. Be selective
and only present key information that matches what the target school is looking for.

APPLYING AND PREPARING

Your child may be required to write about their strengths and weaknesses and hand in sample pieces of writing (e.g.
book reports and film reviews). Students typically struggle to find the right tone for these assignments and often write
too much. When it comes to portfolios, quality always outweighs quantity. Once you have chosen your target schools,
make sure to help your child polish the skills the schools are looking for.

i-Learner offers courses in grammar, writing and critical thinking. In addition, our school-specific exam practice helps
students achieve the best results they can. Enrol your child in our special interview preparation courses so they can
present themselves with confidence.

m



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/exam-practice/
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Adam Gibbins

Ati-Learner, | have seen countless students make their journeys through primary school and onto secondary
prepare themselves for the jump, ensuring that they adapt well and get the most out of their studies from S1

1. Consolidate your primary school studies
ZE/NRFEERRE

P6 is a good chance for your child to review everything they have learnt and solidify their foundations before they
move on to more difficult material. This could be polishing their grammar, reviewing any vocabulary or revisiting
reading and writing skills.

One way your child can consolidate their learning is by reading plenty of new books over P6 and the summer before
secondary school. The local library and our i-Learner libraries have lots of books that challenge and stretch even
strong students.

3. Practise working more independently
S INE It ThER

As children grow up, they will need to learn to manage their workload independently.
Unlike in primary school, where you as the parent tend to take a fairly active role in

your child's school work, secondary school is a chance for them to become more
independent learners.

In P6 they can begin to timetable their own homework schedules and
learn to ask for help or information when they need it. Your child
can begin asking themselves questions such as 'Have | done my
homework?' or 'What information do | need to complete this
piece of homework?' This way of taking charge of their own
learning and workload is an invaluable skill for students as

they progress through secondary school and into the world
beyond.

Another practical way to get your child used to taking on more responsibility is to ask
them to help out more around the house. Dividing up tasks and responsibilities and

creating chore schedules is great practice for the more independent learning style of
secondary school.



school. From this experience, | have been able to observe the specific ways in which students can best
onwards. Here are some simple tips for your child to prepare for the transition to secondary school:

2. Prepare to think about your studies in a
broader way

NESENERSE

It is important that your child prepares for a different mode of learning in
secondary school. Primary school learning tends to be focused on smaller,
task-based exercises that require facts and knowledge to complete, whereas
secondary school learning begins to be more project-based and requires
broader analytical thinking skills.

In the summer before secondary school, your child can consider trying a
course in something they haven't studied before. Taking classes in robotics

| ‘ that have helped my students in the past. If your child can

I end P6 feeling positive and excited about their learning,
knowing they have got everything they can out of primary
school, then they will no doubt go on to make the most of
the secondary school experience.

) These are some of the simplest but most effective tips
I
9

i-Learner's seasonal programmes are a great opportunity to boost
your child's skills before they make the jump to S1. We offer intensive
classes in subjects such as reading, writing and grammar, as well as
fun workshops and week-long camps. Keep an eye out for our course
announcements.

or art can introduce them to new skills where they learn something different.
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BERRIEEERERNEHEAEE
DEVELOP HIGHER-ORDER THINKING
SKILLS THROUGH READING

Allison Cho

Many people see fluent independent reading as the endpoint of a child's reading journey. However, the reading skills
of a child at this stage are still developing. A child hasn't reached the endpoint of their development until they show
true engagement with stories, which comes from higher-order thinking.

As children grow older, they are expected not only to understand the information at the surface level of a text (the facts
and details) but also to 'read between the lines' (to understand the whys and hows). It's best to start this key reading
skill as early as possible. It sets young learners up with the skill needed to obtain excellent comprehension grades at
school and inspires them to develop a passion for reading that will serve them well for secondary school and the rest
of their lives.

There are several ways to improve these higher-order thinking skills through reading. In my classes, | use these tips
with my students, and | encourage parents to try them at home too:

1. When reading with your child, besides asking factual questions related to the story, ask your child questions
which require deeper thinking: 'Why are the characters doing this?' 'How do you think they feel?' 'Why do
they feel this way?' 'What will they do now?'

2. Next, ask them questions that prompt personal reflection, such as: 'Have you ever had a problem like
this?' 'What would you do if you were the character?' These questions help children develop empathy and
consider things from different perspectives.

3. You can also suggest a change to something in the story and ask your child how the ending would be
affected by this. Both prediction skills and a greater awareness of consequences are developed through
questions like this.

4. Finally, guide your child to think beyond the story. Let them use their imagination as you ask them
questions such as: 'What would the characters do on the day after the end of
the story?' 'What could have been done differently for a better outcome?'

All these questions invite children to think creatively
and critically, which are vital steps to creating
strong readers and excellent learners who are
ready to take on secondary-level learning. Our
Critical Reading and Writing course trains
students to develop these higher-order
thinking skills with a focus on literature,
setting them up for secondary school
success.



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/critical-reading-and-writing/

FREMENEET
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING THE NEWS

Claudia Kwok

There are many benefits to reading the news, and it's great to get children into the habit early. Find out the hows and
whys of news reading below:

The Benefits of Reading the News:
RsE BT EE

Expanded vocabulary IER:AEE

Teachers and textbooks choose the most important words for a child to learn. However, if you want your child to learn
beyond these, then newspapers are an excellent source of varied and useful vocabulary. Common jargon and more
formal vocabulary are great words to pick up from reading the news. This expanded vocabulary helps a lot in unseen
comprehension texts and listening exercises.

Staying informed T f#B§3

Strong general knowledge and interesting opinions are what often separates good writing from bad, especially in
persuasive essays, argumentative essays and articles. In secondary school, being well informed not only helps in
subjects like citizenship and social development, but also DSE speaking exams in both English and Chinese.

Enhance critical thinking and idea organisation 27t ¥ B 4148 B AVEE

Through reading different types of news articles, e.g. feature stories and news flashes, your child can learn different
ways to structure ideas. Furthermore, the complex arguments made in opinion pieces and editorials train students to
read and think in very advanced ways. These skills are vital for those aiming for top grades in the HKDSE.

How to Encourage Reluctant News Readers:
PINCIEST SN

The news is all around us, so there are plenty of ways to start your child's engagement with it if they're unwilling to
read the news. Start by encouraging them to watch the news on television. Turn on the subtitles so they can read
along while listening to the news anchor. Once they're familiar with the words which appear in the news regularly,
they'll be less intimidated to see them written down.

If they're still not eager to read the news, try just the opinion and comment pieces.
These are less formal and more engaging, and they provide many of the same
benefits as formal articles.

Start with these useful news sites for learners of all abilities:

SCMP https://www.scmp.com/

Young Post https://www.scmp.com/yp/

Hong Kong Free Press https://hongkongfp.com/
RTHK https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/

The Standard https://www.thestandard.com.hk/
News in Levels https://www.newsinlevels.com/
Ming Pao https://epaper.mingpao.com/
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https://www.newsinlevels.com/
https://epaper.mingpao.com/

OEPEEFTSHIEIRE
SPEAKING SLIPS TO WATCH OUT FOR

Joyce Wong

When a child is learning English as a second language, they may make grammatical mistakes in their speech from directly
translating Cantonese into English and mixing features of the two languages. This is often due to lack of exposure to native
English speakers, hindering their ability to pick up correct phrasing. Try spotting some of these common mistakes in your
child's speaking to help them improve their spoken English before secondary school:

Subject-Verb Agreement
sA—H
A child may forget about subject-verb agreement when talking excitedly. For example, 'He have a cat!’

As Cantonese only has one form of each verb, students forget to switch between 'has' and 'have' or to add an
's" at the end of a verb. An example would be, 'Alex run very quickly!'

Forming Questions

A AIRIAERY

One of the more common mistakes with Cantonese speakers is with question formation. A question
like ' RE71T BBk ?' can be incorrectly translated word for word into 'You have brother or sister?'
instead of 'Do you have any brothers or sisters?' or 'Do you have a brother or sister?'

Countable vs Uncountable
Y EAARTHEH

' have so many homework!'

The quantifiers 'many’, 'much’, 'a few' and 'a little' confuse many students
who either haven't learnt how to use them yet or have forgotten how to.
The student may use 'many' in place of 'much’ for uncountable nouns.

t

Pronouns: He or She?
e« Tty &R Tithy ?

In Cantonese, ' {E ' can be used interchangeably for 'he' or 'she’, so
students tend to combine English pronouns in the same way and use
'he' for 'she’, 'his' for 'her' and 'him' for 'her'.

For example, (pointing at a girl) 'He took my pencil!'
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Wrong Choice of Word NS PR
SRR TR

Some words may seem very similar but have a different meaning > e

in English such as 'look’, 'see" and 'watch'. 'Don't see my work' is a S o ¥
common example where a child has confused 'see' with 'look’. : v g



Adding ' 1% ' (ah) at the End
{E45RE N EBhzA M0F)

'Where are you going ah?'

Final particles are a key feature of Chinese, and the most common one students
incorrectly use when speaking in English is ' IF ' at the end of sentences and questions.
Unlike Cantonese, there is no final particle at the end in English.

Tenses
BFAE

When a student is speaking, they often forget to change their verb forms when referring to
the past. Take this example: 'Yesterday, my family and | go to Disneyland.'

On the other hand, students can be aware of the need for the past tense but don't remember
their tenses, so they add "-ed' to the end of irregular verbs or use the wrong word.

An example would be, ' brang my sticker chart to school and stucked the stickers down."'

How to Correct Your Child's Speaking

Yn{m 4l IE#Z FRYORE

Instead of correcting your child mid-sentence and knocking
their confidence, allow them to finish speaking to improve

their fluency. After they have finished speaking, identify the
mistakes through one of the following ways:

- Repeat their incorrect sentence as a question with a
funny expression or tone to highlight that something
went wrong there. 'Sarah is naughty. He is copying my
work?'

- Indicate simple mistakes like forgetting their subject-verb
agreement by drawing an 's' in the air when they forget
to use the right form of the verb.

- Repeat their sentence up to where they made a mistake
and pause there, allowing them to self-correct.
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Itis important to help your child recognise their speaking
mistakes without correcting them immediately. This will help
your child become more self-aware when speaking and teach
them to correct their English on their own. Entering secondary
school with greater confidence in spoken English can really
put your child at an advantage. To improve your child's
speaking and increase their English exposure in a nurturing
environment, join our Global Speaking Passport course and
festive speaking workshops.



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/public-speaking/
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BRRE, SEHTITERHE
READING WIDELY TO DEVELOP
CRITICAL THINKING

As a literature specialist, | read as much as | can, and find that I'm constantly learning from the texts |
encounter. Reading engages our minds in ways that nothing else can, and it not only provides us with
knowledge but also new ways of thinking.

Significantly, reading develops a range of critical thinking skills and areas that are essential to
secondary school success: analysis, interpretation, and argumentative writing. This is why it's essential
to encourage your child to read often and widely as early as possible. Take a look at some of the ways
reading widely can develop critical thinking:

Reading improves vocabulary and language skills
FIE R iR = eh B B R sE = At

Children become aware of the techniques used by good writers and learn
new words and their connotations when reading widely. This develops
their command of language both when they write and when they explain
things verbally. They will find that they have a new ability to analyse,
explain, and persuade.

Every good story has a problem

BSEFRFEHERBAERFBTNME

Problem-solving is at the heart of critical thinking, and when a child reads,
they see how characters solve the problems they face. They may also
think about a character's problem and possible solutions before they find
out what the character does. When a child engages with a story, they will
start to make predictions based on the information given to them and find
themselves looking for clues and pieces of evidence to solve the puzzle. At
school and in their everyday life, they will be able to apply these problem-
solving skills to the tasks and problems they encounter.

Reading sparks a child's imagination
FE R LU B 2% FRYAA R

Reading forces children to imagine the world of the story: what the
landscape and characters look like, what their thoughts are and how they
interact with other characters and their world. When a child reads a book
rather than watch the movie, they will have to form their own version of
the writer's world based on the language used.



Growing knowledge and developing areas
of interest
FEMERAE > HE Sl

If a child reads widely, they can learn about new subjects

or learn more about an existing area of interest. They won't
only learn facts and information, but also see models for
improving their organisational skills, and hone their ability
to comprehend and analyse an unfamiliar text. Furthermore,
they will be able to apply what they have learnt to answer
other questions they may face and use their new skills to
understand other books.

Although it is important to encourage your child to read
what they enjoy and pursue their interests, don't forget to
challenge them to try reading something different. Critical
thinking is not a natural gift that we either have or don't but
is an ability that we can train, develop, and improve. Getting
your child to read widely will improve their critical thinking
and give them the skills they need to get a head start at
secondary school.

To get started, speak to an i-Learner teacher about your
child's interests and they can help suggest some reading
recommendations. Alternatively, view our reading
recommendations on pages 38-39.

1

SHARPENING SKILLS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL



w
I
>
~
v
m
y 4
y 4
(2}
“w
2
F
F
(7
m
o)
~
w
m
n
o)
y 4
)
>
~
<
w
n
I
o]
o)
F

B8t ERAE
EXPANDING VOCABULARY THROUGH
PARTS OF SPEECH

Alison Fu

Most Hong Kong primary schools teach vocabulary from readers or textbooks, and this may mean your child may
know many words in specific areas (e.g. sports or household items) but be missing lots of common words. Many
children struggle with reading because they haven't acquired enough vocabulary items to comprehend a whole text.

Itis only when children are asked to cram vocabulary lists in secondary school that they realise the importance of
parts of speech. Prior to that, they are not taught the different forms of words they know. For example, your child may
know the adjective 'proud' but not the noun 'pride". By learning different forms of words, your child can drastically
expand their vocabulary and make reading a much easier task.

This important tool doesn't need to wait until secondary school - it's something that children of all ages can use. Here
are two ways your child can expand their vocabulary through parts of speech:

1. Use search engines ERE%HR5|%¥

When your child comes across an unfamiliar word, not only can they look it up online, but also search its other forms.
It can be as easy as typing 'satisfy noun form' and you'll see 'satisfaction'. Some dictionary websites even list the word
family, which contains all available parts of speech of the word you search.

2. Make sentences using new vocabulary B#fiiAi&4)

After learning new forms of an already-known word, encourage your child to rewrite sentences to switch from the
original form to the new one, e.g. change 'l was very proud of my brother's efforts' to 'My brother's efforts filled me
with pride'. This way, they can make sure the new vocabulary items can be used practically and aren't just something
that rings a bell.

Beyond learning vocabulary through parts of speech, you can also gamify vocabulary learning for your child by using
websites like FreeRice.com and Vocabulary.com. How many questions can they get correct in a row?

12


https://play.freerice.com/categories/english-vocabulary
https://www.vocabulary.com/play/

WS BF NS B EIT
WORKING ON YOUR CHILD'S WEAKER SKILLS : \’

Claudia Kwok

As part of the team which works on Exam Practice, | have regular conversations with parents about their child's
performance in school tests. One question which comes up often is: 'Why doesn't my child's hard work seem to pay
off?' It is understandably frustrating to see your child studying hard for exams but still getting low grades. This can be
especially tough to deal with when you know they can perform better than the test mark reflects, and when test results
can mean a great deal towards secondary school applications.

When | speak to parents about this issue, | encourage them to look at the bigger picture - not the specific test or
exam their child just did, but their overall skill set. Improving your child's grades is often about working on a few
fundamentals rather than a single point from the syllabus. Take a look at some ideas on how to start working on this:

1. Improve one or two key skills at a time

—RiEFA—ENFEIRA SRR AE

Look for a pattern of common mistakes throughout your child's schoolwork. Focus on those areas, even if they're not
on the exam syllabus. For instance, students who are weak at irregular verbs lose marks in many areas of their tests (not
just tense exercises, but other grammar questions, as well as comprehension and compositions too). You can easily
find lists of irregular verbs online. Have your child copy out and write sentences with a few each night and you'll see
their overall confidence with English and their test marks improve.

2. Clear up any misconceptions that lead to accumulative mistakes
R EEEKRMERKS

Sometimes students make several mistakes in a row because of the same misconception. For instance, in tense
exercises, students often overlook a specific keyword that indicates the tense to be used (e.g. 'now' for present
continuous or 'since’ for present perfect). As a result, they lose marks on 3-4 questions in a row. Clearing up
misconceptions like these can be more valuable than asking your child to repeat the exercise without really
understanding their mistake.

3. Be encouraging

BT

It's understandable for parents to feel
frustrated by their child's low grades,
especially when they feel they are doing
their best. However, when parents show
these feelings, it can lead to the child
becoming scared to share their weaknesses.
Children learn well when they're able

to confide to you about things they find
difficult. Be open and encouraging so that
your child makes all the improvements they
can.

Each child will have different areas they
need to work on. Your child's teacher is

a great resource when you start thinking
about this. Ask your child's teacher if there
are any fundamental areas that your child
needs to work on and focus on these topics
in the periods between tests.

13
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Bl
VISUALISIN

When | studied English at university, | learned to read a text closely, paying attention to words and their meanings, and
visualising these words as | read. Visualising words when we read can make the meaning of a poem much clearer and
allow us to understand it in a new way.

Rob Burton

These tips will help your child improve their understanding of poems by visualising what they read:

Focus on particular words and phrases {B{ERA$2 & A48

The secret here is to be patient and go slowly. Rather than trying to pin down the overall meaning of the poem, help
your child identify an important phrase, or to concentrate on a certain word or expression, and use this as their
starting point. They can even begin with the title.

For example, we can ask why the words 'red hazy void' are used
to describe the experience of the narrator of John Thomson's
The Sun Bather as he lies on the beach. Why the colour red?
Why the sense of haziness? What is meant by the words 'void'
and 'oblivion', which are both used in this poem? We can also
ask why the voices the narrator hears from elsewhere on the
beach are like 'scratchings on a pillow' and why they seem

to come from 'a far off sphere’, or what it means when the
speaker 'melts' under the hot sun.

Going through a poem slowly and carefully like this takes
patience but helps your child remove some of the mystery
when they first read it, and it allows them to start to visualise
the details of the poem.

Draw the narrator's journey

EhFAMENER

The next step is for them to draw pictures based
on the poem. When your child does this, they
can start to feel that a poem isn't just a series of
words but that it has a shape too, and drawing
pictures can allow the story a poem tells to be
seen.

Primary students who are asked to draw
Wordsworth's famous daffodils often make
them seem human, drawing the flowers with
smiling faces as they dance, and this helps them
to understand the close connection between
the narrator and nature in the poem very
quickly and easily.



https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45521/i-wandered-lonely-as-a-cloud
https://ozpoemaday.wordpress.com/2012/03/12/the-sun-bather-by-john-thompson/

B e e |

Explore poems that are based on paintings

HRRENE(FEI(FRIE

Some poems are based on a particular painting the author
has enjoyed. For example, W H Auden and William Carlos

Williams each wrote poems based on Brueghel's painting of

the fall of Icarus.

Try reading these poems with your child and encourage them
to write about them and make drawings. After they have done

this, they can look at the original painting and compare it

with their own drawing. Is Icarus at the centre of their drawing

or elsewhere? Does anyone notice or care about his fall?

Use visualisation in your own story writing FI B3R 21T HEIE

A great way to do this is to watch an animated short with your child

and then encourage them to write the story by themselves.

Many of the Pixar shorts are perfect for this task as they don't feature
any words and force you to focus on the visual techniques that are

used to tell the story. At first, this will seem like a challenge

child, but soon they will grow used to using visual descriptions

in their writing and be able to use this technique in their own
original stories. They will also find that they understand the visual
techniques used by poets and writers they are asked to read much

better.

By learning to visualise words as they read, your child can approach
poetry in a new way. When we use our senses as well as our brains,
the story a poem tells becomes a lot clearer. The goal of the visual
approach is that a poem no longer seems shrouded in mystery. Using
the tools of close reading and visualisation, your child will come to
understand that nothing is truly hidden from the attentive reader.

to your

SHARPENING SKILLS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
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Igra Sultan

Speaking fluently is one of the most important language skills your child can have; it helps
them share their ideas easily and confidently. Fluent speaking, however, isn't just about
knowing the right vocabulary and grammar. Your child also needs to organise and present
their ideas clearly. This may sound draining to them, but it simply takes practice. When they
can finally do it, their ideas will sound clear, systematic and logical. It will help people to
understand them quickly and easily, and that's the key to fluency.

Here are some steps to help you guide them to organise ideas in their mind before speaking:

TOOHY?S AUYVANOIIS HOd STT13MS DNINIJdUVHS

1. If your child is starting a new topic or discussion, they should introduce it with a topic
sentence, just like they would in an essay. This sentence should include their main idea and
their stance on the issue.

2. In the following sentences, your child should explain the idea in more detail. They can add
linking words, conjunctions and connectives here to make their ideas clear and organised.

3. Next, they can add examples. Using phrases such as 'for example' or 'for instance', they
can make it clear to others that they are giving examples to them. These could be real-life
instances, something they have read before or something they have seen on the news.

4. Before they finish expressing their ideas, they should repeat their main points in a short,
summarised way. This helps the listener know what they should respond to.




1

WA

4

ESENTING IDEAS

Boosting your child's fluency will help them convey their ideas successfully in school
interviews and presentations, so working with your child on improving in this area

is well worth the effort. To your child, following these steps may sound difficult and
overwhelming in the beginning, however, remind them that with practice it will become
a habit. Encourage your child to follow these steps in their daily conversations, and in no
time, they will become a fluent speaker.

SHARPENING SKILLS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
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When children start secondary school, the biggest change in writing is the type of writing.
Whilst most children get used to creative story writing and descriptive writing in primary
school, secondary students have to become adept at writing essays, such as argumentative and
comparative essays. This is when learning to write with structure becomes more important.

Rebecah Lin

Writing an essay is like building a house. First, you need to lay a firm
foundation with a strong introduction; then, build the storeys with
your body paragraphs; and finally, use a conclusion to complete your
essay, just as a roof covers the entire house. Without structure, the
reader will find it hard to follow the essay's logic and make sense of
the arguments. Help your child tighten the structure of their essays
BOdy by following the guidance below:

Conclusion

TOOHY?S AUYVANOIIS HOd STT13MS DNINIJdUVHS

In general, an essay should consist of three main parts: introduction, body and conclusion. Children
often focus on the body and forget that the introduction and conclusion are just as important.

In the introduction, they need to introduce the essay topic as well as state their thesis statement (the
main argument of the entire essay). The introduction also gives a short overview of the points that
will be discussed in the essay. At the end, there should be a conclusion which ties the whole essay
together by referring back to the thesis statement and key points. Therefore, your child should
avoid bringing up new ideas in the conclusion.
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Not only does the essay have an overall structure, but each body
paragraph needs to have a certain structure as well. The body
paragraphs can begin with a topic sentence which states the main
point of the paragraph and links it to the thesis statement. If the
thesis statement of the essay is 'Social media causes more harm
than good,'" a good topic sentence for a body paragraph would be
'Social media has led to an increase in cyberbullying.' This main Examples a,nd
point is then followed by further elaboration and supported with su pportmg evidence
relevant examples. These examples can take a variety of forms, such
as anecdotes, statistics or literary quotations. The body paragraph can

then be wrapped up with a short concluding sentence. Concluding sentence

When writing essays, the how (structure) is as critical as the what
(content). With practice, every child will be able to write coherent and
well-structured essays.

SHARPENING SKILLS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
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TOP PREPARATION TIPS FOR SCHOOL
TESTS AND EXAMS

Alison Fu

1. Constantly review materials Rt E 28 #%

Studies have found that without review, more than half the content taught in a lesson

is forgotten by the next day. From my observation, students who jot down notes in class
and review them after each lesson tend to remember things more solidly and ask more
constructive questions about things they're taught. Get your child to review what they have
learnt regularly.

2. Get reference materials EH 2 E 1§}

Past papers and previous school materials are two excellent sources of reference to predict
what the test or exam might look like. From these, your child can infer the style, format, mark
allocation and types of questions that will appear on the paper. This knowledge will help them
identify the more important topics to focus on.

3. Discover and eliminate weaknesses IR 5/ #5518

Allow plenty of time before your child's exam to figure out what their weak areas are within
the syllabus. | always remind my students of the importance of homing in on their weak areas,
even though they'd prefer to ignore these. Try to get them to drill their weaker topics until
they know them like the back of their hand. They will realise their accuracy has improved
through trial and error, as each time they make a mistake, they learn how to avoid making the
same mistake next time.

4. Design a study timetable (2312 B E¥ER

Everyone has their own pace. Some children need to stay completely focused and study
intensively for hours, while some thrive with their study schedule being interspersed with
snack breaks and short games. Put away things that cause distractions (such as tablets and
phones) when it is study time, but bring them out for a few minutes if their brain needs a
break.

If you support your child in adopting these
strategies, there is no doubt they will pass
their tests/exams with flying colours and

be well-prepped for secondary school. At
i-Learner, our teachers are always ready

to help your child with areas they find

tricky, make sure your child seeks help if
they need it. In addition, our Exam Practice
sessions enable students to practise for their
upcoming exams.



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/exam-practice/
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HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM DOING
HOMEWORK \

4

Esme Kwok

Doing homework can be rewarding if it is done effectively and efficiently. It is a chance for your child to refresh their
memory of what they have learned at school, and a way for you to find out which part of your child's understanding of
the material needs a little work.

| have helped many students improve their study strategies in order to get more from doing their homework. Below
are some tips on how you and your child can do this as well:

1. Create an effective study environment & &SR BIBIE

The more distractions there are, the less effectively your child will be able to do their work. Make sure your child does
their homework in a quiet place out of reach of televisions, computers, mobile phones and other electronic gadgets.
This prevents them from being distracted and allows them to concentrate. The effect of this is that your child will do
their work faster, and most importantly, it reduces their chance of making mistakes.

2. Make and follow a homework plan HIFE{EETEIFR

Discuss with your child the homework they need to complete and set an order in which to do it. Make sure your child
follows the plan closely. This plan needs to be based on the working style and personality of your child - start with the
hardest pieces if their focus slips quickly, or start with short assignments that can be finished quickly if they need a
confidence boost before they tackle more difficult tasks later on.

3. Let your child proofread their work :EZFHCIGEEE

Parents tend to help their kids proofread their homework and ask them to make corrections. Next time, try to ask
your child to proofread their own work after it is done. During this process, not only can children
check their understanding of the topics covered, but they also learn to be more responsible
and answer questions more carefully both when completing homework and doing tests or

n\
-

)

Finally, most important of all, allow your "
child to take short breaks to help them
stay sharp. A little treat like your child's
favourite snack or 15 minutes of video
games can also serve as the motivation for
doing homework quickly and accurately!
Over time, your child will learn to work on
their homework independently as their
responsibility increases at secondary

school.

/
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Preparing for exams should not be a last-minute rush of activity. If your child thinks of it as self-organised home

lain MacDonald

| often help my students prepare for their exams, and it is always the ones who are organised and structured in
helped me make the best use of my time, and get the most marks for my effort. Get your child to try some of th

~

Bite-size tasks {92 B X

Begin by asking your child to write down all the subjects they need to revise for this exam period. With your child,
expand each subject on the list by detailing the topic areas they need to cover. They should use this list as the basis of
their preparation and should ensure they have sufficient time to cover everything. Remind them that it will feel great
to tick off the topic areas when they finish them.

Daily routine Ef B EE BN B1E

The first key to revising well is to make it part of your daily routine. Your child is much more likely to stick to a schedule
if it becomes a habit. For example, you can allocate a revision timeslot for them after school, right before dinner, and
another one just after dinner. Helping your child stick to a regular schedule reduces unexpected surprises, and they'll
find it much easier to start working after only a few days in the habit. )

Blocks and breaks iR ER{E A

Work with your child to create a chart showing the whole week divided up into days and time-slots. Start by filling in
periods that can't be moved (e.g. school or family time). Then divide the remaining time into blocks. For me, blocks of
about 45 minutes work well, but each person is different, so be sure to modify the blocks to suit your child's level of
productivity. Schedule 5-10 minute breaks between the blocks in order to give your child's eyes and brain a quick rest
(this will make their working time more efficient overall). Here's an example:

09:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00

AUYOMIWOH ANV NOISIATY

BLOCK 1 BLOCK 2 BLOCK 3 Lunch BLOCK 4 BLOCK 5

Saturday
Break
Break

Once you have figured out their revision blocks together on a chart, make copies of it for each week until the date of
their exams. On the copies, break down each topic from the task list into micro-tasks they can achieve in each block.
Discuss and agree with your child what micro-tasks they can realistically achieve in that hour. These micro-tasks could
be things like: 'Make flashcards and go through them twice getting 50% of them correct’, 'Research 5 animals that live
in a tundra biome', or 'Write a 300-word practice essay'. Getting your child to colour code the chart can help make sure
they have a balance between the subjects and also avoid fatigue from spending too much time on a single focus. )
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RE REVISION TIME

work, this helps them be more productive, get better grades, and feel less stressed.

their preparation who do best. During my own studies, | learned several useful methods for revising. These
ose tactics themselves to see which ones work for them.

Planning ahead $2#istE|

Help your child to plan ahead. Encourage your child to share with you what they have done at school and what books
they have used. By doing this, your child will always make sure they know what work is coming up so they can prepare
properly, for example by getting any library books they need.

Free time FAZ Z=R1FFR A

Finally, avoid allocating all the time blocks too far ahead of the exam. Leave some time free that you can fill in later
should your child need it. Once they get into revision, they'll soon realise which topics they know better than they
thought and which they're really struggling with. You can adjust allocations together accordingly to spend more time
on the areas they're weaker at.

J

With proper revision planning and preparation, your child will get into the habit of organising their revision schedule.
This habit will help them prepare for busier exam periods, when they have more subjects and exams to revise for at
secondary school.

REVISION AND HOMEWORK




=R
Effective Revis

BANSEER > RRBNAHRTZOE > ERERZ

AFAEHEBCHRFRAREIB—a5E . DREMAN
IR E B 2MEAYRHER - FEBERTESER B FFIMmsR]
REFIA—IERBEBBREVREB 55 BIR—BZ77 -

BE#—  EZRNWBEXE

HPERBBESD » BRRTERNTERBFRFRE
BRER A —TXA » AREEREIE—MK » LRI
ARNIBRHEEEENBARE - RPIVEENERUZER
R EE > —fiRARER > RFIRBEEERINERE > X
WRE 20 E 25 8 - FIt—EERERERINEEIME
EARNSEETHEE > SRS BRSHE > BIEHEK &
EMELRE -

AUYOMIWOH ANV NOISIATY

BE 3. BHEBREIRISXE

OALOIEE SR - FIBIRIEPEEIRRER - BURR
SRMRISHSE » RERBEIREAM N ERAEEMIEE © R
BRHZEEELIERASHNENESHERILME » MEET
BIUBMEREGERAERNG X - BIBTHEERBIBERE
BRI R EE—IE - AIRESS ARG

FEE > EHRAINEZ S » ELAFHNH A —EEEFHER
BURNGEERS > TR —ERASE - S—ERmE—ERRE - 3
AITER B R AEIITE B CHEEER » T2EPFEERE -
IRMIERRS - FERZER ~ ALK > oRUBIIRE SRR B R A SRR
B o




=) “ N
3R
ion Techniques o
SEEBERAFNORE?

o | PReHMNBEESEEF  BRERZHGRED » £
ABYECIE » BRI B R PHE PRI IER RS - 5

HBEZ  UERERBAE
RIEEEOIEER T EEHMCINME - HAIFRETEE

SRR ZRUZIAG > MATENERTA RS @ ek
MTERERR » ZRBIAERIE - MFIEMSESTHHIAMHEEY 20
DER > MEET 2% RS » —RZBHFIFFENEE —F
MBI T B2 - MERB A A T HAILARBRME—MF
15 ATHILRIBER » RPIEZERE 'SREER) NRA
EMSEFMBABHANFR « —XK « ZXRFEEREBRZIBLE
TEREVEBEMEEFINE -

REVISION AND HOMEWORK

BEE-@EAEAHE  ERENKRER - EEMUBEERRENT A
BEINER » AREAS—ER B HEREER °] LU B RAS Fr 2 R S RE B — R 1873 -
RE BRI R E LR AR » MR A IR > HREAEm T -
MEERB TIRBEBENERT) » EEMTEMEEMAIRER - BEIrEES
i o HERHYT o

I




~
m
n
2
o
z
>
z
)
T
o
3
m
b3
o
~
b

P FEJEEHY
How to Improve Readin

—HMK > PXFEEERENDES2RGEE - BN TRERNZEHXE » REFH
GBEEBEE—1X > SPBEEERTEZSEZED °

PR > X RIEIEARIEHKIEER - REFSERE » REELURHEABEIEA I

ES > ERXEERE » BT R - E—REEXES » TA—F—00E - AR
AT RN SEANSNES - ASERANEE > INSREE—BNPLET > WEHRE
fi TRMEEARL B .

IR ISERATERER L - —BXEEAGIEEHABE AR > FIXIBEE B RA
BT HBE D EME - ARHZECRETE » ISP T R A/ \BIEEE - (RSBt
MARE  FHESITREER » ERRRBREZESE -

30



==l NN . .

g Comprehension Skills e
FEREZESE > XFIREFIER RS » REPXEBEEHERBTTE » SR

JTfAE « ERBENDE=MRNRIS > BAEMETAIUERER » e XBIENEE

REER—REREE  EEE BEBENRMESEASENERE - SREMNEEE—
ARZRERE S ERL ° BH BB XAEREIESE > EBISTRERBERIER T > E2eIRIESK
NEENRNNERE > BRFEELEER - BHRMES > A URSHE © BIBREER
MARER (BINEEZOERE &R~ f1FF) - KEEE - BERHNEEHPHRAEM
HER - BRI EERIEZE -

ERMECEAR) AA—IRI—IR > FREEZA—FiEnE E5REHE - HBRZ
R > BRANTE —RERECEER R EER — 15 / —EA / —ERHEAFERE - HFIIUE
B BLEG  EIRVRAEG - B— RO BREFIERNE R > TEERBS | E—RRE—KARA
Bf% ? EMfRTRESE—MHE ? ERNERKRE  SENREERZERRMAAI IR

7AM » (RZRBEE bR > BEAENIRRES - AESHLCEENBFWIFENER - BR
Ea A ORSEPETHEEREEN—IR—RE - ENMEERRTARNALERE > B
RAERFRFITERERFF ERVBIEE o

XN Efes « EMTERL  AINBERHEESR - SR L > NMEEEERERNRE
YEIERED - BhRE ~ W ~ REFTRIOH » BIRERIARNERE L » BHA A —EIRE ~ B8 -

X
(-5
o
3
(]
3
o
T
a
y 4
<
y 4
o
0
>
(]
e

EEun :

HPIFIUEE > MREEER @ BERFEMAZRKBRE © 5lEE - EPREEAFRIR
BEERA®% » PXGEEIR TR » EBRARE T 7 ARBHER o ERMARIS » BREHRA
7 RESRBEARNER 0 HAIRBEHEFENREE - RERENEBEHER > RS2
FBLEZS L » BENRE[K > JOEF -

MEIE » ERCEE RIS - WEFAEVERRIEAAVESE - BE2RUEIIRE - ERGEFRA
HYBYEE o IEPRER TRICHIK > BEER » FRUUERERE » 6B CEERE B 1RE !

31



SR FRPEINBIRIT
ANALYSING LITERARY TECHNIQUES IN
ENGLISH POETRY

Willow Hewitt

In primary school, English literature teachers often ask students to find literary techniques in a poem or story. An
example of a literary technique is imagery, which is any description that appeals to the five senses (e.g. a rattling drum
= hearing, a slippery, sharp icicle = touch).

In secondary school, English literature teachers usually want students to work beyond finding techniques. They need
students to answer harder questions which can be vague ones like 'Analyse the use of imagery in William Blake's The
Tiger.' This can be hard for your child to do well initially and requires practice.

With your child, practise by looking at 7he Tiger below and following the instructions that follow it. This will
show your child how to answer a question about imagery.

The Tiger 1 immortal living forever, something that
i cannot die
by William Blake 2 frame make, create, contain
3 fearful likely to cause fear, also meaning

TIGER, tiger, burning bright extreme, great

In the forests of the night, 4 aspire hope, dream, literal meaning go
What immortal' hand or eye ) higher
Could f 2 thv* fearful® try? 5 seize take, grab
ouldirame thytearful” symmetry 6 art here refers to skill, technique
7 sinews parts of muscle tissue
In what distant deeps or skies 8 dread great fear, also meaning something

great to fear, sublime
9 furnace hotoven used to smelt steel and
iron to make metal, also meaning

Burnt the fire of thine* eyes?
On what wings dare he aspire*?

What the hand dare seize® the fire?

And what shoulder and what art®
Could twist the sin ews’ of thy heart?
And when thy heart began to beat,

10

anvil

fire
heavy metal block used for shaping
metal (usually with a hammer)

*Thy, thine and thee are all Old
Middle English words for 'your' and

What dread® hand and what dread feet? you

What the hammer? what the chain?
In what furnace® was thy brain?
What the anvil'® ? What dread grasp
Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

When the stars threw down their spears,
And water'd heaven with their tears,

Did He smile His work to see?

Did He who made the lamb make thee?

Tiger, tiger, burning bright

In the forests of the night,

What immortal hand or eye

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?




When writing about the use of imagery in a poem, it isimportant to remember that the point is to explain what the
poet is trying to say, rather than simply list the literary techniques they have used.

A good analysis of imagery will include:

- What effect the technique has on you as a reader

- How it combines with other techniques (you'll need to include this if writing an essay as it can be hard to write
more than one paragraph about a single technique)

- What does it add to the poem? For example, does it change the tone or contribute something to the meaning?

Below is an example of what a short commentary on imagery could look like and how we can divide it into several
parts:

Using a metaphor in stanza 4, Blake describes the creator of the tiger as a blacksmith wielding heavy metal

tools by a hot and burning furnace, forging the powerful tiger as if it were made of steel. A blacksmith can

be associated with the making of weapons; the use of this description and the imagery surrounding it adds to the
reader's understanding of the tiger as a dangerous, fearful creature. It also tells the reader something important about

the creator of the tiger who is able to wield these tools with a “dread grasp” to create and “clasp” the “deadly
terrors” of the tiger. The creator must to some extent be fearful and powerful too. The strong imagery supports the
significant metaphor to create a powerful depiction of the tiger.

what techniqueisused  + whatisthe effect + whatdoesitadd tothe meaning of the poem

You can practise writing about imagery by answering this question: Look at lines 1-2 of the poem. Describe the image
that Blake is trying to evoke in the first two lines. What is the effect?
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This article is an extract of The i-Learner Poetry Workbook: Daffodil Level. Discover 9 more classic poems and learn
techniques to analyse them in this book. Collect the whole set of workbooks for guided questions on 40 poems along
with answers and audio recordings to aid understanding. For hands-on poetry teaching, join i-Learner's Critical
Reading and Writing, Voyage and Discovery courses.



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/publications/books/#ilearner_poetry
https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/critical-reading-and-writing/
https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/critical-reading-and-writing/
https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/voyage-international-stream-pre-ib-pre-igcse-ssat/
https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/discovery-international-stream-ib-gce-sat/
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Joyce Wong

Children often find writing to be a challenge. 'How do | start?' or 'What should | write about?' are just some of the
questions that come to their minds. However, the best way to start may just be to put pen to paper and get writing.
Practising with writing prompts at home can help remove the pressure of getting the 'perfect’ essay or story down and
can dramatically boost creativity. As your child writes, they will begin to feel the creative juices flow.

Here are some writing prompts for your child to try at home:

1. Primary students don't always enjoy writing very much. An engaging way to start them off is to ask them to draw
a picture and write a story around it. Ask your child to draw a setting of their choice and ask questions that allow
them to build on their setting such as, 'What is the weather like?' and 'What kind of person might live here?'.
These questions will help expand their idea and allow them to create a story out of the picture. When they have
enough ideas and are proud of the drawing they have created, ask them to write a story around it.

2. If your child is a more independent writer, give them a photo of an unusual or exciting place and ask them to
write about it. You can use photos of haunted houses, deserts, beaches, forests or cities. Can they use the five
senses (sight, taste, touch, hearing, and smell) to describe the setting? Challenge them further to use other
literary techniques, such as personification, metaphors and similes.




3. Upper primary students can increase their self-awareness and essay writing
skills with one of these thought-provoking questions:

- Should students be allowed to use their phones in school?

- If you ruled the world for a day, what kind of ruler would you be,
and what would you change about the world?

- If you could live anywhere in the world for the rest of your life,
where would it be?

Writing with these useful prompts will help your child overcome their fear of writing and improve their grammar and
writing skills, enabling them to complete longer pieces of writing comfortably. In our centres, our Love to Write course
inspires students to write for different purposes. Contact us to find out more.
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https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/love-to-write/
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PRACTISING SPEAKING WITH TONGUE
a TWISTERS AND POEMS

Joyce Wong

By the time your child reaches the end of primary school, it is important that they have developed their speaking skills
sufficiently so that they can communicate confidently. If your child is still lacking a bit of confidence in speaking, an
easy way to increase their fluency is to practise speaking more often.

At the beginning of our Global Speaking Passport lessons, students practise their enunciation, tone and pacing with
different phrases and tongue twisters. Besides improving reading fluency, practising with different phrases and tongue
twisters helps children learn how to convey a message or feeling through their speaking, as well as learn how to speak

with more impact. This leads to them becoming better communicators in secondary school interviews. Ask your child
to practise these tongue twisters and poems:
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This cactus is green and spiky. Big pigin a wig.

The brighter the lights, the bigger the city.

The blue bird bounces brightly.

I like to hike when it's fine but not when it's

There's no light late at night.
wet.

We surely shall see the sunshine soon.

| feel so well prepared for this test

| study when it's sunny with my study
buddies.

I left my trolley in the underground
car park.

Give papa a cup of proper coffee in a copper
coffee cup.

The soldier decided to desert his dessert in
the desert.

Whether the weather is warm, whether the
weather is hot, we have to put up with the
weather, whether we like it or not.



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/courses/public-speaking/

Itis too hot to run today!

On school days, | get up at 6 am.

This island is beautiful. Look at the beaches.

Look at my grade. | got an Al

Been there, done that, got the T-shirt.

I don't want to do my chores today at all!

Today, | forgot my umbrella, and | got soaked in the rain.

o perform this limerick ang Poen,
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Limerick

An ambitious young fellow named Matt

The Falling Star by Sara Teasdale

ACTIVITY

Tried to parachute using his hat.

| saw a star slide down the sky,

Folks below looked so small

As he started to fall, Blinding the north as it went by,

Then got bigger and bigger and SPLAT! Too burning and too quick to hold,

Too lovely to be bought or sold,

Good only to make wishes on

And then forever to be gone.

Scan the QR code or visit our website to read
the rest of the tongue twisters and poems.
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https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/2021/06/practising-speaking-with-tongue-twisters-and-poems/

Reading can help your child develop their vocabulary, consolidate their grammar knowledge and boost their
imagination. Take a look at some of the books recommended by our teachers for upper primary students.
Don't forget, our i-Learner libraries are filled with exciting books of all genres, which are available to borrow.

O Michael Rosen's A-Z: The Best Children's Poetry from Agard to Zephaniah
O How to Train Your Dragon™ by Cressida Cowell

O Horrible Histories* by Terry Deary

O A Series of Unfortunate Events* by Lemony Snicket

O Pippi Longstocking® by Astrid Lindgren

O Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

O Millions by Frank Cotterell Boyce

O Stig of the Dump by Clive King
O Mrs Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O'Brien
O Ballet Shoes by Noel Streatfield

O The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken

O Harriet the Spy* by Louise Fitzhugh

O | Was A Rat! by Philip Pullman

O Snow Spider* by Jenny Nimmo

O Children of the Red King* by Jenny Nimmo

O The Chronicles of Narnia* by CS Lewis
O The Sheep-Pig by Dick King-Smith

O Goosebumps* by RL Stine

O The Borrowers* by Mary Norton

O The Mennyms* by Sylvia Waugh

* This is a series - if you like
one, you should try the rest!
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For more recommended books, scan the QR
\ code with your phone or visit our website.
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https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/2020/02/wider-reading-suggestions/
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Critical Reading and Writing #t ¥I14 BB

Our Critical Reading and Writing course helps students develop a range of critical thinking
skills, such as an ability to develop an informed and critical response. Using literature as a base,
students polish more advanced aspects of reading and writing skills, while also refining their
higher-order thinking skills.

Advanced Grammar and Reading &= 4k:5;% 4R35

Our course helps students acquire and master a wide range of grammar constructions that lay
the foundation for them to comprehend texts and write with accuracy, the skills required for
exam success and which are essential in real-life contexts.

Love to Write & L E1{E

Our Love to Write course guides students through all the skills they need to put their thoughts
on a page effectively. Students develop their confidence, creativity and accuracy in writing as
well as learn how to make their writing stand out across a range of genres and styles. Students
learn how to write effectively and with a purpose.
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We also provide a range of exam preparation, interview and admission courses
to cater to a range of needs. To find out more, visit our website or contact us.
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