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Message from Ms Pun

A familiar summer has returned: the warm sun, the bustling beaches, the lush
greenery of country parks and the thriving streets. As the pandemic has ended, and
the shimmering sea and sparkling sun await, what can we do to make the most of
this summer?

At i-Learner, we've organised a sparkling summer for every learner. Kindergarten
students can enjoy fun-filled trips to the park and explore the wonders of nature
or work with flour, berries, crafts, and books in our classrooms. Primary school
students can participate in exciting workshops, courses, and camps that will help
them find their shine and share their sparkle with others. Meanwhile, secondary
school students can embark on elite programmes designed to spark their
intellectual curiosity and polish their critical thinking and essay-writing skills. They
can study their favourite subjects, such as English Literature, Chinese, Economics,
Latin, and Mathematics, to prepare for study at their dream university.

This summer, we welcome you to join us for a brilliant summer
filled with vivacity. Have fun, make friends, learn, be creative,
and explore beyond the school curriculum. Why not join us and
discover all that this spectacular summer has to offer?



https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/2022/06/summer-courses-2022/
https://www.i-learner.edu.hk/2022/06/summer-courses-2022/

Levels 1-6 of Key to Classics are OUT NOW!
Read one of the Level 4 stories, adapted from the novel by Johanna Spyri.

Heidi

Chapter 1: Grass and Goats

Heidi's aunt took her to a mountain called the Alm.

‘She can't live up there!' people said. ‘The old Wk it yon el

Where ate your dresses

man can't look after her.’ ol

Heidi looked up at the mountain. She took
of f her pretty coat and shoes. She ran in the grass.

'T like it here, she said.

The old man was Heidi's grandfather. He
only had one bowl, one chair and one bed. But he
shared his house with Heidi.

—

n » J
W bout lik o
/ / o bt Bated soatsh goats and with Peter, the goatherd.

W a~ / /’ 'T want to play on this mountain every day!

said Heidi.

v )

She made a bed of hay. She played with the

To continue reading, get your own copy of this
book from the Key to Classics Level 3-4 set in
i-Learner Education Centres or buy it online!
The next chapter will be published in the 2023
Stevenson Term newsletter.



https://www.shop.i-learner.com.hk/

Ms Minal
English Teacher

We all have characteristics and qualities that make us unique and
help us to understand who we are. They create our identity and make
us shine in our own way; we can call this our ‘inner sparkle’. Qualities
that give us this may include integrity, compassion and authenticity.

How can we cultivate our inner sparkle? We need to find it deep /
within ourselves and listen to our intuition. Intuition is the voice inside

our heads that tells us right from wrong and guides us through life. For
example, we can use it to motivate ourselves to be outgoing at a time

when we want to make new friends, even if this is hard for us. We can

listen to our intuition to understand what makes us us and gives us

our inner sparkle.

We can wear our inner sparkle on the outside like a superhero
costume. Just like on the weekends when we don’t have to wear
school uniform and can choose our own accessories to display our
unique sense of style, we can exude our inner sparkle. To cultivate
our inner sparkle, we can tell ourselves, ‘| can do anything if | put my

mind to it’
/N
as

Remember, our inner sparkle doesn’t come from having an ego as big
as Mount Everest. Cultivating our inner sparkle isn’t about showing off
to friends and family.

Our inner sparkle can change throughout our lives as we grow. It
reflects what's most important to us at the moment. My inner sparkle

right now is my conscious awareness of life.

What's your inner sparkle?




English Teacher

O‘ ‘Adke S YO u Uf, ,’9 ‘, M;H;nn;h
e>

There are 8 billion people in the world, and each person is different. We
all have qualities that make us special, but it can be difficult to figure out
what they are. Here are my tips for identifying your own unique qualities:

* Think about what makes you happy. Is there a school subject or
hobby you particularly enjoy? When you have free time at the
weekend, what's the first thing you want to do? When you’re bored,
what do you daydream about?

Think about your past. You're the only person who knows what it's
like to grow up in your family or to overcome the struggles you've
experienced. Everything you’ve done has shaped you into the
unigue person you are today.

Think about your future plans. What do you want to do when you
grow up? Where would you like to travel? What experiences are on ’

your bucket list?
]

Everyone will have a different answer to these questions, and it may even
change as we get older. That’'s normal — it's all a part of what makes us
unique!
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No other place can compare to Hong Kong — the emerald harbour opens up a stream of container
ships, and the skyscraper-studded skyline spews out a mosaic of coloured beams. As we move on
from the pandemic-stricken era, the city returns buzzing and full of life with a vengeance. Here are
our personal tells on why Hong Kong is brilliant and some of our favorite hidden gems to experience
Hong Kong.

Our Stories

Living in a city as energetic, vibrant and flexible as Hong Kong can cause us to
take for granted its unique sensibilities and surroundings. However, a recent visit
from my nieces and nephews reminded me of the things | had almost forgotten
about since my arrival in Hong Kong four years ago. For example, my family was
Ms Rob amazed by the dining experience at a rooftop restaurant with a stunning harbour

English Teacher view and the fact that many things are available within such close proximity — if

they wanted to escape the hustle-and-bustle and experience the calm of nature,
they could head to a beach or go hiking. The mix of Western and Eastern cultures
and traditions was also fascinating.

During their stay, they loved the idea of being able to visit a Japanese supermarket
directly from their hotel, secretly in the middle of the night, and being able to try
bubble tea or some new street food whenever they wanted. The reaction of my
nieces and nephews to Hong Kong made me happy since | really wanted them

to have a memorable time here, and | am proud that they haven't stopped talking
about their trip since they returned to the UK. As well as serving as a rediscovery
of parts of the city for me, my family’s visit was also a rediscovery of my feelings
about Hong Kong. We must not forget that we live in an amazing place.

The brilliance of living in Hong Kong is its public transport and the |

convenience. | love seeing the train worm through the urban sprawl, the
lampposts making a constant flicker upon my face. You can always find
restaurants, convenience stores and shopping malls within your block and
every facility is within your reach. You can also sample a variety of cuisines
and all manner of seafood here. People associate ‘Hong Kong’ with all sorts
of money-making office buildings, but the city is surrounded by vast swaths of
countryside where you can take a hike, discover an outlying island, or simply
relax in nature. | find this blend of country and city bizarre and fascinating!

It

Ms Tommy
English Teacher




Experience Hong Kong through Art

Not only an international financial hub, but also a leading art
hub, Hong Kong sparkles with world-famous galleries. Located
amidst the restless neighbourhood of Central, H Queen is
home to David Zwirner, Hauser & Wirth, Tang Contemporary
Gallery, and Whitestone Gallery; Hong Kong’s M+ museum
has a treasure trove of artworks, including Fan Ho, an award-
winning Hong Kong photographer; Yue Minjun, a contemporary
Chinese painter whose Execution was sold for £2.9 million; and
Yayoi Kusama, one of the most influential figures worldwide.
These exhibition venues showcase contemporary art with a
balanced mix of local and international endeavours. People
can advance their artistic understanding while appreciating the
creative ingenuity worldwide.

If you're a sucker for films, stroll down the bustling streets in
Mong Kok or step onto the Central-Mid-Levels escalator

- soon, you’ll find a mesmerisingly fluorescent streetscape
dominated by neon signs. Cinematographer Christopher Doyle
has famously captured the city’s neon affair in movies like
Chungking Express and Fallen Angel. Synonymous with the
City’s prosperity, it has become a defining symbol of Hong
Kong.
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How Hobbies Enhance
Personal Growth

Ms Brenda
English Teacher

Hobbies are the activities that someone does for pleasure when they are not
working. However, hobbies are not just for killing time, they are very important and
beneficial to our personal growth.

Developing new skills and knowledge

You may not know your true potential unless you try new
things. Sometimes, you may have preconceived thoughts
which hold you back from experiencing something outside
of your comfort zone. However, after you give things a go,
you may discover your hidden talents and passions, and
learn more about yourself. With help from experts and
through constant practice, you can develop new skills and
knowledge through hobbies. With persistence, every skill
can be sharpened.

Relaxing and reducing stress

Children usually spend most of their time studying while adults
devote themselves to their work. Hobbies provide a way to
clear your mind by doing something for pleasure. When you let
your mind drift away from your daily routine, it helps you relax.
Any activity that can help you relax can reduce stress. When
your stress is reduced, you sleep better, have less muscle
tension, are in a better mood, and have a better relationship
with yourself and others. What'’s better than moving on with a
better self?

/\
& ,2




Boosting your sense of accomplishment and self-esteem

If you really enjoy an activity, you can usually get quite good at it. Any activity that
you excel in is a great opportunity to build your confidence. Each time your efforts
pay off and your accomplishments are recognised, such as when you win trophies or
medals in competitions, your self-esteem gets a boost and you develop pride in your
accomplishment. With high self-esteem, you can handle adversity in daily life and
improve your problem-solving skills.

To conclude, having a healthy hobby can enhance your mental

wellbeing. If you want to start a new hobby, brainstorm ideas and try
them out. Try not to be harsh on yourself for every new thing takes time
to learn. No one is grading or timing you; just enjoy the challenge and
explore your new activity. You will be surprised by your own discovery.
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G Jhe Best Places to Visitin _ e
: ; “ 40 We asked ggr English teochefs to share their fovoﬁ.rite =
ks _ N places to visitin Hong Kong, from hidden gems to ~ © ¥
R ; popular:t’ourlst.hotspots, Read their recommendations to
& »fﬂnd excmng pLoce_.s to explore this summer. ‘ s

Wa Shan Trail, Sheung Shui

If you're looking
star views,

Pineapple Mountain (Por Lo Shan), Tuen
Mun West

Often referred to as the 'Grand Canyon

of Hong Kong}, it is the only natural
canyon formation in Hong Kong. Itis @ fun

exploratory trail in a unique landscape.
- Ms Nisha

Shek O Beach, Shek O

Located in Shek O, this dog-friendly
beach is easy to access by public
transport. Nearby is an excellent small
stall that grills skewers, @ tasty Thai
restaurant called Happy Garden, and
a tuck shop with old-school favourites

such as bubble- and water-guns.
- Ms Minal

Mount Davis, Kennedy Town

Mount Davis is the western-most hill on Hong
Kong Island, between Kennedy Town and
Cyber Port. Remains of the gun positions of
the Mount Davis Batteries which protected
the Western District of Hong Kong Island
during WWII can still be found here. It is @
Grade 2 heritage listing.

- Ms Brenda

old Lei Yu Mun Quarry, Lei Yu Mun

Leave the bustling city behind you and enjoy the sea

breeze in peace and quiet. Explore the abandoned

site's stone structures and marvel at the view of the

mountain from which workers used to extract stones.
- Ms Gigi

this is the hike

S, t you sh
pPanoramic view of Sheung Shui (Su(;
and wetlands, this trqil y

f
Oran easy route which offers five-

d go on! Offering a
. its local villages
IS a great option for family hikes

- Ms Dorothy

The Lawn, Admiralty

It .
;i;irfc?siiiﬁn grfen Space among the business
arelaxing atmosphere. Wi
: . . We can
Enjogg view of the surrounding buildings and
eautiful sunset. It's pet-friendly tool!

- Ms Esme

Fan Lau Fort, Lantau Island

This amazing piece of history is hidden alongside a
peautiful Lantau trail, so hikers can enjoy d surprise
view into Hong Kong's past. The fort was first built in
1729, and once housed 30 soldiers with 8 cannons.
This fort appears in d Level 4 Bugbug's Library book,
Living History, in which Meg, Nick and their History
Club friends puton ad play a
soldiers and pirates that took place there.

bout the battles between

- Ms Willow

Shing Mun R
It IS a relGXin
busy city. Th
Worthy scen
of the locq|

g hike to
get away f
e y from
re are plenty of DiCIUre_the

ES, YOU ma
. a
wildlife if onu’r [so spot Some

e lucky.
- Mr Eric




. e

Former Sai Wan Battery, Sai Wan Shan (Chai Wan)

i vitali

Free of charge, this re |

next to Chai Wan Road. tis pe.rfect. 1‘0;4
reminiscent historical visit or Victorid

even train lovers too as it lies g

Tsim Sha Tsui
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the most famous tourist sp -
in Hong Kong- Itis q remnd i
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Flow Bookshop,
Sheung Wan
Flow Bookshop
is a second-hand
bookstore selling
English books of
all genres. You can
easily spend a whole
afternoon in the
shop, digging through
piles of books and
discovering hidden
gems.

- Ms Rebecah

High Junk Peak, Clearwater Bay Country Park
This 344 metre peak is located in Clearwater Bay
Country Park. While the hike up is steep, it has an
amazing 360 degree view of nearby Clearwater Bay
and the New Territories around it. Its narrow summit
offers a completely unobstructed panorama. [tis
also the highest accessible point on the Clearwater
Bay Peninsula! The nearby Tin Hau temple in Joss
House Bay was built in 1266 and is Hong Kong's
largest and oldest Tin Hau temple.

- Mr Oliver

AT

eniently located
ature walk,

arbour photo opportunitg,

an MTR depot.
ht above e s

Rabbitland Café,

Causeway Bay

At this relaxing hidden

cafe, you can feed
and pet friendly
rabbits while enjoying
a refreshing drink.
Although cat cafés are
more famous, rabbits
tend to be more social
and even-tempered.

- Ms Hannah

Hoi Ha Marine Park, Sai Kung

This marine park is located in an isolated
corner of Sai Kung, where power boats org
restricted and the water is crystal clear. Itis
one of the few places in Hong Kong where you
can see real, live coral. You might even spot
sea cucumbers and sea urchins living in the

shallow waters. It's d great place to explore. .
- Mr lain

Tai Wan Beach, Sai Kung

Located on the outskirts of Hong Kong is
this secluded long stretch of white sand.

It is a peaceful escape from the busy
beaches of Hong Kong. Along the way,
you can stop by Ham Tin and Sai Wan
Beach. As you venture through each
beach towards Tai Wan Beach, you will be
amazed by how the beauty of the beaches
increases.

- Ms Joyce
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In preparation for a summer full of sparkle and vivacity, we asked our students to
share the things that excite and energise them most. Read their thoughts below.

&~

(3

Writing stories and meditating 30’3}
Yan Lin
N Using better vocabulary in my
c writing as it makes me more

: confident in school

Caitlyn Tan

Having a day off and dancing to

my favourite idols' songs . v
Isabel Li e

Reading books about history and
playing basketball with my friends

Jasper Tan

<

Playing with my dog after a long
day at school

Ankie Wong

Playing board games and winning

Theo Tsang
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Doing well in my tests [ﬁ

Hannah Yu

Going to a theme park and going on N
the most exciting rollercoaster

Haysen Law
N

Eating and watching capybaras

Yan Lin
N

Going to a theme park and
" having a good time

Scarlett Ng Riding on a rollercoaster

Ava Yu
N

Winning a football match

Going to a theme park and
@ !i Nathan Fu i

watching the fireworks

Hayley Law

Going to a park and playing
on the monkey bars

Audrey Fan
~

Playing Connect 4 with my family

Damien Chou
N
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Can you guess what idioms these emojis are referring to? What do the idioms mean?

e A o & 8
3. ©,0 7. Q
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Sparkle and Vivacity Word Search

Find synonyms of ‘sparkle’ and ‘vivacity’ below. Can you think of some other synonyms?
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VIGOUR V|V,I GIO/UIRIA|/K|P|X|D|I|Q
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BRILLIANCE M|{Q|B|R|I|L|L|I|A|N|C|E|I|Z
ENERGY
HMmL EIL/I|V|EIL|]I|NE|S|S
GLEAM
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i-Learner Austen Term

Newsletter

June 2023

Sparkle & Vivacity Competition

This summer term, i-Learner’s themes are ‘sparkle’ (primarny) and ‘vivacity’ (secondary).
We would like te hear what students think gives Hong Kong its sparkle and vivacity.

—Details-
Primary Secondary
Create an original poem, photo or Write a magazine article, letter or leaflet
story showing what makes Hong encouraging people to visit Hong Kong
Kong ‘sparkle’. using the theme of ‘Vivacity’.

Prize

The top entries will get up to $1000 towards a Scholars camp, a box
set of books from i-Learner Publishing, publication of their work in
i-Learner’s social media, a certificate of achievement and more!

—How-to-Enter-
Email your entry to books@i-learner.edu.hk.

Use the subject line ‘Sparkle and Vivacity Competition’. Include your name,
school and grade.

‘Eje;@[ﬂ [liﬁn{e 9th July 2023

Visit our website for the full details.

A Wan Chai Centre
Q 6/F, 303 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai, ® Tel: 3611 8400
Hong Kong Island, Hong Kong © WhatsApp: 6468 8366

# Tsim Sha Tsui Centre
Q 2/F Ritz Plaza, 122 Austin Road, Q Tel: 3113 8815
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong © WhatsApp: 9049 3014

i-learner.edu.hk
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